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“ that Part ot the Country abandoned”) fhould be made- ufe of, as a Precedent, for erderiag the Militia
out 2t a Time when {carce a Perfon could be foupd, who could truly fay, he was apprehenfive of any
Danger at all. . .
This fhews us the Danger of even being filent, whenever Power may exceed it’s plain and exprefs Iimits 3
and teaches us, that notwithftanding in fuch a Cale there may be a plaufible Appearance of prefeng Good,
vetwe ought to fufpect fome latent Evil is intended, and guard well againft gvery bad Confequence which,
may poflibly flow from a Stretch of Power beyond it’s due Bounds. _ _
The Seventh of Ocober laft, your Excellency was pleafed to fend to us the following Meffage : ¢ F think
““ proper to inform you, that upon the Application of Capt. Chapline, a Member of your Houfe, and a great
“ Number of our Frontier Inhabitants, I did, the Third of Axgaff laft, order Capt, Debomuts and Capt.
¢ Mpfes Chapline to march Part of their refpettive Companies, and to patrele on the Frontiers for their
‘“ Proteftion. 'The Time for which they were ordered out, is now expired ; but they toll me, that if other
‘“ Parties are not fent to relieve them, the Settlement of Comococheague will, in all Probability, be im-
“ mediately broke up, the People being thrown into the greateft Confternation by an Account that. they
“ have received from the Mouth of Opeccan River in Pirginia, near which Plage 'tis faid, that Seventeen
¢ Perfons were killed and captivated by a lasge Party of {zdians the Thirtieth of laft Month, while the
“ Garnfon at Fort Frederick is too weak and fickly to fend out fo many and fach large Parties, as the
“¢ Inhabitants think neceflary for their Security. I do not choofe at this Time, to order our any more of the
¢ Militia without your Advice ; but if you think it neceflary, I will ifiue Orders for that Parpofe.” That
Meflage was taken into Coniideration the Eleventh of the {fame Month, and on that Occafion, thofe Gentle-
men or this Houfe, who were of the late Houfe, feem to have afted under a Caution, which the Ufe they
began to find was to be made of their former Approbation of your Excellency’s. Condudt, in fending out
the Militia, had taught them ; when they joined the other Members of this Houfe in an unanimous Refolve
the fame Day, that there was no Neceflity then of fending out the Militia, as there were Forces then in the
Pay of this Province more than fufficient to guard the Frontiers thereof, and in Confequence of that Re-
folve, on the Fourteenth, fent your Excellency the following Addrefs :  We are greatly concerned to
‘“ find by your Meflage of the Seventh Infltant, that while there hav~ heen a Number of Troops kept up
““ under your Command, in the Pay of this Province, on the Froutieiy wereof, more than fufficient for the
““ immediate Defence and Security of the back Inhabitants, there fhould be Application made to you by
““ Capt. Jofeph Chapline, and a Number of thofe People, for Protetion againft their Savage Enemies : And
*“ we cannot but be of Opinion, that if even a Part of thofe Troops had been put under and puntually per-
* formed the Duty clearly enjoined them by the Law, by which they were raifed and fupported, there would
*“ not have been any Room for thofe Applications, or the leaft Pretence for ordering out any Part of the
‘“ Milina in Confequence thereof. And this Opinion we are confismed in by the Sentiments of Capt. Fofeph
** Chagline, now a Member of our Houfe, and feveral other back Inhabitants. And therefore, as the or-
‘¢ dering out the Militia is a Meafure we cannot approve of, as to what has paft, fo we think it would
““ be wrong for the prefent.” We prefume, if youi Excellency had then obtained the Approbation of this
Houfe, for fending out the Militia on that Occafion, you would not, in order to have prevented the Settle.
ment of Conococleague being immediately broke up, and to have quicted the People, then in a Confternation
by the Accountof the Death and Capuvation of Seventeen Perfons at Opeccan, have ordered out the Mili.
tia of Queen-Anne’s and Kent Counties, or even Calwert, though it was then a mild Seafon of the Year:
Why then would your Excellency, contrary to the Opinion of this Houfe, at the moft fevere Seafon of the
Year, and ata Time when not fo much as a Report of an Incurfion was ftirring, fend out the Militia of
Jucen-Anne’s and Kent Counties, far diftant from the Frontiers, and on the Eaftern Side of the Bay ? Or,
Why the Militia of Calvert now, when may be added to thefe Circumftances, the Proteftion we all expect
irom the Party of Cherokees, who, your Excellency knows, are well encouraged by a proper Prefent made
them this SefSon, and have engaged to a¢t offenfively in our Intereft, and other numerous Parties, which,
tis faid, are now on, and coming to, our Frontiers, probably for the fame Purpofe ? Indeed your Ex-
cellency was pleafed, in your Meflage of the 23d of February lat, in Anfwer to our Addrefs of that Day,
to fay,  You had good Reafon to apprehend, that the Soldiers which had been raifed for the more im.
*“ mediate Defence of our Frontier Inhabitants, would difband themfelves wheg they found that the Affembly
* had broke up, withoat making any further Provifion for their Support : You thought it your indifpenfi-
* ble Duty to order Two Campanies of Militia to. the Frontiers, lef the People that- were fettled there,
*¢ being left without any Hopes of Afiftance or Protection, fhould defert their Habitations, or fall an eafy
** Prey to the Enemy :” Batasa Bill was fent up from this Houfe lalk Seffion, making Provifion for fup-
poring



